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done in the Wat, but also for the many and beneficent
reforms which he had introduced during the fifty years
of his reign. His reply to the Maharaja's plea for recogni-
tion of the States in the new constitution-building of
India, as well for the special rights of Baroda, was, as
usual, guarded. Sympathetic and careful consideration5
is as much as any Viceroy can promise on such occasions.
Lord Reading left on the 2znd with cordial expressions
of goodwill, to which the Maharaja as cordially responded.
Shortly afterwards the Maharaja underwent the long
torture of a railway journey to the outlying fragment of
his dominions in Kathiawar. The seaside place of Adatra
is well fitted by nature for a port. A deep-water creek runs
in from the sea between the mainland and the island of
Beyt, where the temples are. The creation of a harbour
with a pier, alongside which ocean-going steamers could
be berthed, was no light undertaking for a State like
Baroda. But the thing was at last done. The harbour at
Port Okha had been brought to completion, and Baroda
had definitely entered the lists in maritime activities. It
was to inaugurate this momentous achievement that the
Maharaja had undertaken the long journey. The cere-
monies were simple. On the i4th February 1926 His
Highness after a preliminary Durbar, at which he presented
robes of honour to those chiefly responsible for the works,
cut the cord at the entrance of the pier, which he then in-
spected, as well as two large ships moored there in honour
of the occasion.

By the time the home for the aged poor had been
opened the weather had grown uncomfortably warm, and
two days later the Maharaja left Baroda for Europe. A
visit to picturesque Bruges, and pilgrimages to Canter-
bury and Vienna varied the usual programme. The most
important feature of the tour was, however, the negotia-
tions which His Highness carried on for the purpose of